
Fauquier County Fair, Warrenton, VA picture Taken from the fauquier fair Facebook page
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THE ROOTS 
Fauquier County Cooperative Extension 

JULY 2025

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment

are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, sex (including pregnancy), gender, gender
identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual

orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.

Fauquier Fair is quickly approaching!
Come on out and celebrate with us the Fauquier Fair’s 75

Anniversary!

th



 2
Vol. 3 | July 2025

T
A

B
LE

 O
F

CO
NT

EN
TS

8
Office Contact9
Upcoming Events

3
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The Clover Corner

Fauquier County
Cooperative Extension 

(540) 422-8250
24 Pelham Street,

Warrenton, VA 20186
Calling all photographers!

Do you have a photo of a Fauquier
County landscape that you want
featured in our newsletter? Email

your photo submissions to Meredith
Day at meredithday@vt.edu

The Office Branch7

tel:5403417950
mailto:meredithday@vt.edu


Fauquier County 4-H and John Marshall
Soil & Water Conservation District's 2025

Nature Navigators camp is officially
wrapped up! We packed the week with
hands-on learning about watersheds,
wildlife, stream monitoring, chemical

reactions, the environment and more! Here
is a quick recap:

 
On Monday, we learned about watersheds
and how to protect our natural resources.
We then investigated the diets of the barn

owl with owl pellet dissections. The day
wrapped up with games to learn about
how pollinators pollinate our plants and

how bats feed on insects!
 

On Tuesday, we spent our day at the
Fauquier Education Farm and in Turkey
Run. We learned how to collect stream

data with biological, physical and chemical
monitoring by taking measurements and

collecting (and releasing)
macroinvertebrates! We wrapped up the 
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Nature Navigators Summer Day Camp Recap

THE CLOVER CORNER 

day with a discussion with Fauquier Education Farm’s Executive Director, Jim, about where
our food comes from!

On Wednesday, we traveled to the Fauquier Outdoor Lab to learn about the physical and
behavioral adaptations of wildlife, study chemical reactions with cyanotyping, and explore

our environment with a nature hike!
 

On Thursday, we wrapped up the week with hands-on activities provided by Oak Spring
Garden Foundation to teach about the natural dyes found in plants, and then learned about

some adaptations and migration patterns of birds with games and more art!
 

Thank you to all of our participants in this year’s camp!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fjmswcd%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZWYHpH1gP8ziuFq-Lfy_EnySBvbOx__bPKxGsIDWBLVPCXlcu6ywCm4E_tjoU6dveFBCjbcEW_Z_01wJ-pFU0FG1JVg4YKWC-I-5pou7sNhUD97vh9XYgJjRRzulrHlvXn2j64QFiT7yQCQ10Y1UKXq%26__tn__%3D-%255dK-R&data=05%7C02%7Cmeredithday%40vt.edu%7C40a6b9db7b9043d2cbe408ddb31c4b13%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638863656345475113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoHaP2OUl7%2Fzx9bybNiS%2BcMs9IW9N0su4uTkmjxH47U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fjmswcd%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZWYHpH1gP8ziuFq-Lfy_EnySBvbOx__bPKxGsIDWBLVPCXlcu6ywCm4E_tjoU6dveFBCjbcEW_Z_01wJ-pFU0FG1JVg4YKWC-I-5pou7sNhUD97vh9XYgJjRRzulrHlvXn2j64QFiT7yQCQ10Y1UKXq%26__tn__%3D-%255dK-R&data=05%7C02%7Cmeredithday%40vt.edu%7C40a6b9db7b9043d2cbe408ddb31c4b13%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638863656345475113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoHaP2OUl7%2Fzx9bybNiS%2BcMs9IW9N0su4uTkmjxH47U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFauquierEducationFarm%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZWYHpH1gP8ziuFq-Lfy_EnySBvbOx__bPKxGsIDWBLVPCXlcu6ywCm4E_tjoU6dveFBCjbcEW_Z_01wJ-pFU0FG1JVg4YKWC-I-5pou7sNhUD97vh9XYgJjRRzulrHlvXn2j64QFiT7yQCQ10Y1UKXq%26__tn__%3D-%255dK-R&data=05%7C02%7Cmeredithday%40vt.edu%7C40a6b9db7b9043d2cbe408ddb31c4b13%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638863656345499497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KZKOpfCgyFm%2BQ83wBBIhe14EILsqQ8%2B1h6ss4mtMjUA%3D&reserved=0
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The 2025 Loudoun-Fauquier 4-H
Camp was a huge success! Thanks

to our adult volunteers and the
Northern Virginia 4-H Center staff,
we had a wonderful week at camp.
We weathered a few rainy days but

managed to still get plenty of
sunshine, pool time, and outdoor

fun! Campers enjoyed classes
including high ropes, archery,

fishing, canoeing, tie dye, campfire
cooking, baking, arts & crafts,

painting party, mad science, fitness
fun, water sports, and so much

more! 

2025 LOUDOUN- FAUQUIER 4-H CAMP RECAP

If your teen is interested in becoming a camp counselor for our 2026 camp,
applications will be open around November of 2025. Teens will need to apply, provide
references, interview, and if selected attend trainings to prepare for next year's camp.
Applying to be a camp counselor is a great opportunity to build career preparedness
and acquire interview skills. Camper registration for 2026 camp will open in March of

2026. 
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Next Generation Entrepreneurs
market on August 2nd!

Be on the lookout for our Next Generation
Entrepreneurs at the Warrenton Farmers
Market on August 2nd! Come on out and

support our youth vendors – some
favorites from last season and some new!
First Saturdays May – September. Find us
in the upper Parking Lot A (corner of Lee
and Ashby St) at the Warrenton Farmers

Market. Stay tuned on Facebook and
Instagram for updates!

Road to the State 4-H Horse & Pony Show
Registration for the 64th Virginia State 4-H

Championship Horse and Pony Show is open
as of July 1, 2025! The FairEntry System will

be open for entries from July 1 to July 31,
2025. More detailed information can be

found in the Rulebook online by scanning
the QR code or visiting the following link:

https://ext.vt.edu/content/dam/ext_vt_edu/t
opics/4h-youth/horse/events/state-horse-
show/2025/Rulebook%203.5.pdf. Check

your email for more information!
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THE READY RING
Fauquier Livestock Show & sale

Congratulations to our 2025 Carcass award winners!

The Fauquier Livestock Show & Sale is a terminal project - meaning these animals are
raised specifically for meat. All market animals go through an ultrasound process to get

data on their carcass merit, including traits such as Back Fat thickness, Rib Eye Area, Loin
Eye Area, and others. Animals are ranked on these traits and their grading score according

to the current market.
The Rate of Gain contest is based on the average daily gain of market animals during their

growing season (180 days for beef; 90 days for sheep and goats). Check out the gains
made by our 2025 Show & Sale animals!
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THE OFFICE BRANCH
Are you a farmer in the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed?

Farmers are vital stewards of our natural resources.
Share how you are already taking steps on your farm
to protect Virginia’s land and waterways by completing
the Virginia Farm Agricultural Best Management
Practices survey.

We want to hear from you! 

Participating Agencies:

Scan the QR code to complete the survey.
Survey ends June 30, 2026. 
For more information visit:
bit.ly/4jnUuTp or contact your local 
Virginia Cooperative Extension or 
participating SWCD office.
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Clover Calendar

July 15-19 | Fauquier County Fair
August 2 | NGE Market

DROUGHT & WILDFIRE
PREPAREDNESS

Saturday, August 16  1 PMth

Schoolhouse #18
7592 John Marhsall Hwy., 

Marshall, VA 
Michael Guditus, Fauquier County
Emergency Manager, and Joseph

McKeown, Fauquier County
Forester

PATTERNS IN PLANTS
Thursday, July 10  6 PMth

24 Pelham Street, 
Warrenton, VA 20186

Presented by Eleanor Harris, Ph.D,
Co-Director at The Clifton Institute

and Affiliate Professor

ALL ABOUT THE “SPUDS”
Thursday, August 21  6PMst

Berry Simple Farm 
7992 Tackett Lane,
Bealeton, VA 22712

Presented by Rich Crofford, Owner
of Berry Simple Farm



TIM 
OHLWILER

TIMOTHY 
MIZE 

tmize@vt.edu

MARY OTT 
PRADOS 

NICOLE 
HOLLINS 

tohlwile@vt.edu

maryvo@vt.edu

nhollins@vt.edu

540-422-8250
ext. 2

540-422-8250
ext. 3

540-422-8250
ext. 4

540-422-8250

Extension Agent,
Horticulture 

Extension Agent,
Animal Science 

Extension Agent, 
4-H Youth Development  

Extension Agent, 
4-H After-School   

OFFICE CONTACT 

SHARON 
BROYLES 

sbroyles@vt.edu

adowning@vt.edu 540-948-6881

540-422-8250
ext. 0 

Unit Administrative
Assistant 

ADAM
DOWNING 

KENNER 
LOVE 

CARL 
STAFFORD 

klove@vt.edu

ccstaffo@vt.edu

540-675-3619

540-727-3435 
ext. 351 

Extension Agent,
Agriculture and Natural
Resources 
Housed in Culpeper 

Extension Agent, 
ANR, Crop and Soil
Sciences 
Housed in Rappahannock 

Extension Agent, 
Forestry 
Housed in Madison

LENAH 
NGUYEN 

lgeer@vt.edu

Extension Agent, 
Family and Consumer
Sciences  
Housed in Culpeper 

540-727-3435
ext. 342
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SAM 
WIESE

bsaman4@vt.edu 4-H Youth Program
Educator 

540-422-8250
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